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22E              Heerlen (NL), 21 May 2010  
 
 
DSM executive Robert Kirschbaum awarded Giulio Natta Award 2010 
 

Royal DSM N.V., the global Life Sciences and Materials Sciences company headquartered 
in the Netherlands, is pleased to announce today that Robert Kirschbaum, Vice President 
Open Innovation at DSM, has been awarded the Giulio Natta Award 2010 in recognition of 
his contributions to innovation and the advancement of performance materials during an 
illustrious career spanning several decades in the chemical industry. The award, 
consisting of a cash prize of EUR 5,000 and a silver medal, was presented to Mr. 
Kirschbaum at a festive ceremony held at Ferrara (Italy) on May 15. 

The Giulio Natta Award is named after Prof. Giulio Natta, who won the Nobel Prize for Chemistry 
in 1963. Prof. Natta’s research, mostly carried out at the Ferrara Research Centre in Italy, led to 
the development of polypropylene, which heralded the era of plastic products. The prestigious 
Giulio Natta Award is granted annually to research scientists or innovators whose work has 
contributed substantially to improving the quality of life and has left a significant mark on society. 
An international Scientific Committee, chaired by Prof. Pietro Dalpiaz of the University of 
Ferrara, selected Robert Kirschbaum as the winner of the 2010 award. He is one of the few 
industrial scientists and innovators to win the award, which in previous years has mostly been 
granted to academic researchers. 

Rob van Leen, Chief Innovation Officer of DSM, commented: “We are extremely proud to have 
this award bestowed upon one of our innovation executives who is a pioneer of our Open 
Innovation approach. The recognition awarded to Rob Kirschbaum underlines DSM’s ongoing 
commitment to innovation and the contribution our people are making to innovative 
developments in the world.”  

Robert Kirschbaum (58) obtained his Master’s degree from Delft University of Technology in the 
Netherlands and joined DSM in 1978. Over the past 32 years has held various positions in R&D, 
innovation and new business development at DSM. Currently he is Vice President Open 
Innovation at the DSM Innovation Center. He is a board member of several scientific and other 
organizations, including SusChem/CEFIC. He is a widely invited speaker at international 
conferences on innovation, a recent example being the Lux Executive Summit held in 
Cambridge, Mass., USA on April 25.  

In its motivation, the Scientific Committee for the Giulio Natta Award 2010 commended Robert 
Kirschbaum for his pioneering work in shaping DSM’s Open Innovation approach as well as for 
his role – as innovator, new business developer and inspirational team leader – in the 
advancement of two of DSM’s most successful performance materials: Dyneema , ® the world’s 
strongest fiber, and Stanyl®, an advanced high-temperature engineering plastic. 
 
 



DSM Press Release 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 2 / 2 

DSM – the Life Sciences and Materials Sciences Company  
Royal DSM N.V. creates solutions that nourish, protect and improve performance. Its end 
markets include human and animal nutrition and health, personal care, pharmaceuticals, 
automotive, coatings and paint, electrical and electronics, life protection and housing. DSM 
manages its business with a focus on the triple bottom line of economic prosperity, 
environmental quality and social equity, which it pursues simultaneously and in parallel. DSM 
has annual net sales of about € 8 billion and employs some 22,700 people worldwide. The 
company is headquartered in the Netherlands, with locations on five continents. DSM is listed on 
Euronext Amsterdam. More information: www.dsm.com  
 
 
For more information: 
DSM Innovation Center (NL) 
Vikas Sonak 
Communications Manager Global R&D 
Tel. +31 (0)46 4763771 
E-mail vikas.sonak@dsm.com  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release may contain forward-looking statements with respect to DSM’s future (financial) performance and 
position. Such statements are based on current expectations, estimates and projections of DSM and information 
currently available to the company. DSM cautions readers that such statements involve certain risks and uncertainties 
that are difficult to predict and therefore it should be understood that many factors can cause actual performance and 
position to differ materially from these statements. DSM has no obligation to update the statements contained in this 
press release, unless required by law. The English language version of the press release is leading. 

http://www.dsm.com/en_US/html/about/location_finder.htm
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